reilig taobh amuigh den bhfalla, sé sin Reilig na mBocht. Agus bhiodh an t-ainm, Boithrin na Pld, ar an mbothar ann.

Ba bheag searmanas a gugadh dos na créatiuir agus iad d chur. B¢ an cros mor ina ldr an t-aon siombal gur reili a bhi
ann. Agus ba é an Earl of Devon, an tiarna taliin, a thog an cros sin sa bhliain 1861. Usdideadh an reilig sios go dti na
seascaidi nuair a stpadh den nos. Fdn am sin bhi an droch-chdil a bhain leis an “Workhouse”, no Tigh na mBocht, ag
imeacht (ba e an “County Home” a bhi mar ainm air ansin) agus is € Ospidéal Naomh Ide atd ann anois, ospidéal dos
na seandaoine.

orr-dhuine a stop ag geata na sean-reilige a bhi imithe fidin go dti an trdthnona Luain ud, 20u Samhain 1989, nuair
bhailigh na céadta le haghaidh Aifrinn - seans girbh € and chéad Aifreann riamh sa reilig. An Candnach, Eamonn
ea, a léigh an t-Aifreann i dteannta a gciiraideach, An t-Ath. Donal O Liathdin agus an t-Ath. Eugene Boyce. Ansin
iste Reilig an Ghorta. D’iarr an coiste ar Cliodna Cussen (nil a hdit dhuchais ach capla céad slat on reilig)
eanta a dhéanamh ar a bhfuil samhlacha an Ghorta Mhoir. Beannaiodh an geata ar Fhéile Corpus Christi
i Bealtaine 1991.

De réir a chéile leagadh cosdn, cuireadh crainn, togadh altoir, agus I 1998 nochtadh plaic chomortha. Deir nota
suntasach ar an bplaic go bhfuil Paddy O Flanagdin curtha san reilig. Bhi Paddy ar cheann des na daoine a thdinig ar

Chailis Ard Acha in 1868. D’imigh Jim Quinn, fear a bhi leis, go dti An Astrdil. Ar ndoigh td clu agus cdil dhomhanda
ar an gcailis mar sheoid na hEireann.

Td Coiste Reilig an Ghorta agus Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhise Sldinte obair le chéile anois ag coimedd slachia ar an reilig. « =

The 1838 Law Act provided for the construction of workhouses where the poor and destitute would receive the bare necessities for living. The Newcastle West District
Workhouse opened on 15th March 1841 and could accommodate 550 persons, a figure considerably exceeded when the country becarne enveloped in the throes |
of the 1840’s potato famine. Nobody can say how many died in the workhouse during those tragic times and in subsequent years but we know that most of the _
deceased were interred in this cemetery, which was known as the Paupers Graveyard. Little ceremony was afforded to the misfortunate souls as they were laid to rest.
The only symbol which distinguished the graveyard was the stone cross erected in 1861 on the instructions of the local landlord the Earl of Devon. Burials continued
until the 1960’s when the practice ceased. By that time the stigma attached to the workhouse (or “County Home” as it was also called) was ending. Today the |
building, refurbished and extended, functions as St. Ita’s Community Hospital. The cemetery remained in a state of neglect until Monday 20th November 1989 when
a congregation of several hundred people gathered for what was probably the first Mass celebrated there. Local parish priest Edmond Canon O’Dea was assisted by 5
curates Fr’s. Dan Lane and Eugene Boyce. Subsequently the Famine Cemetery Committee was formed and erected the stone gate, sculpted by Cliodna Cussen, with its —
symbolic representations of the Famine era. The gate was blessed on the Feast of Corpus Christi, Thursday 30th May 1991. Later improvements included constructing
the internal pathway, planting of trees, provision of a permanent altar and in 1998 the erection of a plague commemorating Paddy Flanagan, one of the finders of
the Ardagh Chalice, who is buried here. The burial ground is now cared for by the Famine Cemetery Committee and the Health Service Executive. :
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